DUKE  OF  SAINT-SIMON                         67

about peace. The picture is exact, faithful, and not over-
charged. It was necessary to present it as it was, in or-
der to explain the extremity to which we were reduced,
the enormity of the concessions which the King made to
obtain peace, and the visible miracle of him who sets
bounds to the seas, by which France was allowed to es-
cape from the hands of Europe, resolved and ready to
destroy her.

Meanwhile the money was recoined; and its increase to
a third more than its intrinsic value, brought some profit
to the King, but ruin to private people, and a disorder to
trade which completed its annihilation.

Samuel Bernard, the banker, overthrew all Lyons by
his prodigious bankruptcy, which caused the most terrible
results. Desmarets assisted him as much as possible.
The discredit into which paper money had fallen, was
the cause of his failure. He had issued notes to the
amount of twenty millions, and owed almost as much at
Lyons. Fourteen millions were given to him in assig-
nations, in order to draw him out of his difficulties. It
is pretended that he found means to gain much by his
bankruptcy, but this seems doubtful.

The winter at length passed away. In the spring so
many disorders took place in the market of Paris, that
more guards than usual were kept in the city. At Saint
Rock there was a disturbance, on account of a poor fel-
low who had fallen, and been trampled under foot; and
the crowd, which was very large, was very insolent to
D'Argenson, Lieutenant of Police, who had hastened
there. M. de la Rochefoucauld, who had retired from
the Court to Chenil, on account of his loss of sight,
received an atrocious letter against the King, in which it
was plainly intimated that there were still Ravaillacs left
in the world; and to this madness was added an eulogy
of Brutus.* M. de la Rochefoucauld at once went in all
haste to the King with this letter. His sudden appear-
ance showed that something important had occurred, and
the object of his visit, of course, soon became known.

* The mind recoils with horror from the wretch to whom such an idea
could have presented itself amid the blessings which the absolute
authority of Louis XIV. was showering upon the country.